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Problem Area

What resources can we provide to those experiencing homelessness 
during extreme cold weather conditions, particularly during times 
that the city does not deem an emergency? 
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Street Heat is a vending machine that provides reusable and portable heat packs 

that can emit heat up to 7 hours to those who are experiencing homelessness.
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WHAT WE OFFER

The reusable heat packs as a form of 

payment allows for sustainable heat 

sources and sustainable access

SUSTAINABLE HEAT 
SOURCE

The heat packs can be utilized within 

sleeping bags and clothing decreasing 

the safety concerns of ensuring extreme 

cold weather

SAFER OUTDOOR 
CONDITIONS

Street Heat also provides valuable resources 

to those experiencing homelessness about 

where to go, who to contact and the proper 

way to beat extreme cold weather

RESOURCES

For those experiencing homelessness during extreme weather conditions, Street Heat 

provides:
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Diagram

How It 
Works
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Implementation Plan
● People in need will be provided a set of heat packs at 

shelters and churches as well as by volunteers in the 
streets - street teams could give people one or two 
heat packs, which they can renew endlessly. 

● Heat pack will be covered with a sticker illustrating 
locations of nearby StreetHeat vending machines

● After usage, heatpacks can be dropped off into a 
StreetHeat vending machine for a new heatpack

● The machine has an internal boiling system that 
heats heatpacks into reusable condition.

● The machines will be placed around the city in 
locations with high concentrations of homelessness.

● The boiling system does not give the packs heat, but it 
resets the chemical reaction to allow it to occur again 
when activated. This means that if a person has two 
packs, they could activate the second when their first 
runs out of heat.
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Criteria for Effectiveness

Criteria Not at all True          Very true

The solution increases safety and comfort for people who lack resources during extreme 
cold.

The solution works for people who are unwilling to interact with service providers 
because of lack of trust. 

The solution works for individuals who face mental health issues. 

The solution is financially feasible and can be implemented with limited resources.

The solution is sustainable and works to reduce homelessness and/or improve 
conditions for those facing homelessness over time.



QUESTIONS?


